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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [11.00 pm]: I move - 

That the House do now adjourn. 

Criminal Justice System, Inequities - Adjournment Debate 

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural) [11.01 pm]:  I know this seems like the One Nation half-hour, but I will 
be very brief.  I bring to the attention of the House a matter that has concerned me for some time; that is, the 
double standards of the criminal justice system.  It seems that money has become more important than life or 
limb, and that sentences are greater for those who steal cash than for those who commit rape, assault or 
manslaughter.  I was going to raise this issue at the end of the previous sitting week.  It concerns a fellow I know 
but whom I do not have a great deal to do with - Colin Houghton - who inherited and became managing director 
of Houghton Ford.  Colin was an accountant.  He is a simple person; he is rather quiet and reserved.  He 
inherited what is probably the oldest Ford dealership in the State.  He was subsequently jailed for four years.  
The West Australian of 14 November, which outlined Colin’s case, also contained an article about an incident at 
Papa Gino pizza bar in which two people broke in and beat the living daylights out of the proprietors of that 
restaurant and a young girl, and smashed crockery.  They were given two years in jail.  Colin Houghton was 
found guilty on 41 counts of fraud.  He stole $1.2 million from the Ford Motor Company.  I am not saying that 
Colin Houghton’s sentence should have been less, but that perhaps the people who beat the daylights out of 
people at Papa Gino should have been given more than two years, because what they did was unforgivable.  
Another article in The West Australian of Monday, 8 April 2002 states -  

The classic case is that of a 45-year-old Neil Gordon.  In 1979, he was jailed for three years for beating 
his first wife to death.  Twenty years later, history repeated itself when he killed another woman in 
alarmingly similar circumstances.   

Gordon got seven years for the second killing -  

Colin should have been given four years imprisonment for what he did.  However, I question the seven-year 
sentence on the charge of beating a woman to death.  I also question the two-year sentence for belting the living 
daylights out of a couple of people in a pizza bar.  I look at the Colin Houghton story with a bit of compassion 
and understanding.  The fellow admitted to the charges.  For those who do not know how car dealing works, the 
Ford Motor Company gave Houghton Motors motor vehicles.  They were floor planned.  As the cars were sold, 
there was equity of 10 per cent, and Houghton Ford was supposed to pay out the Ford Motor Company.  Colin 
got into trouble when he was not paying out Ford.  He would pay out one car with the next car sold, which may 
have been delivered two, three or four weeks ahead.  Twenty cars could be sold at a time.  He was criminally 
giving away the cars.  At the end of the day, Colin Houghton was fighting for the survival of his business.   

Hon John Fischer:  And the jobs of his employees. 

Hon FRANK HOUGH:  Two hundred people were employed in his business.  When the business collapsed, they 
lost their jobs.  The article states -  

The judge said he accepted that the money was poured into the company and had not been gambled 
away and he understood the submission that Houghton had not directly profited . . .  

Nor had his family members profited.  At the end of the day, Colin Houghton walked away bankrupt.  He was 
putting in money in conversion.  There was no question that he was stealing the money, but he was using the 
money in a system to keep the business going.  We all know what happens in that situation.  He was hoping to 
turn the corner, repay the debt and not get caught.  Ultimately, one gets further and further into debt.  When Ford 
Motor Company found out that he was struggling to pay the bills, they asked him what was going on.  Colin 
Houghton openly said that he was in trouble.  A stocktake and audit were done.  Subsequently, Houghton was 
charged.  Colin admitted that he had committed the offences and subsequently went to jail for four years.  He did 
steal.  I would be interested to know what would happen if the boot were on the other foot - if Ford Motor 
Company had bought cars off Houghton and did the same thing.  I wonder whether representatives of that 
company would have gone to jail.   

A further newspaper article states -  

Last month, Jeffrey Qualla was jailed for seven years with parole for manslaughter for beating his 
sister-in-law to death with a rock in Derby.  She had threatened to report him for behaving 
inappropriately towards a young girl.  Guided by the ruling in the Gordon case, the DPP decided that an 
appeal had no chance of success.   

Hon John Fischer:  He will be out. 
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Hon FRANK HOUGH:  I thank Hon John Fischer; he will be out in a short time.  Perhaps Colin Houghton will 
be out in two years as well.  I am concerned that if a person robs someone, commits fraud or robs a bank, a fairly 
lengthy sentence is guaranteed.  However, it could be said that someone who took to another person with a 
baseball bat, gun or tomahawk might get only half that sentence.  I find that hard to equate.   

Another area is the HIH Insurance Ltd collapse, which left $3.3 billon in debts.  Brad Cooper, a managing 
director of a company associated with HIH Insurance, continues to reside in his $4 million luxury apartment on 
Balmoral Beach.  He also retains over a million dollars in cash.  Taxpayers will pay for that.  Alan Bond, our 
biggest bankrupt, went down for $1.2 billion.  The time Mr Bond spent in jail works out to just short of one day 
for every million dollars that he stole.  I would not mind doing 14 days in jail for that - I would retire from 
Parliament.  Paul Barry wrote in the Sydney Morning Herald that Bond spent one day in jail for every stolen 
million.  I know a couple of blokes that I would not mind sending to jail.  We can equate Alan Bond, who spent 
one day in jail for every million dollars he stole, with a 15-year-old Aboriginal boy who was sentenced to 28 
days for stealing a motley collection of goods that cost 40 bucks.  

It was engine oil and some paint he stole from the primary school.  It was his second offence.  He was taken 
800 kilometres away to Darwin to be detained.  After refusing to do the dishes, he was sent to his room, where 
he took his own life.  That is sad.  We are talking here about $40, for which that boy did 28 days.  I am not 
picking on Alan Bond, but his sentence amounted to one day for each million dollars.  I do not think that Alan 
Bond is a little battler.  I saw him on television the other day, and it is amazing how, outside prison, he has 
recovered from loss of memory.  I think he was said to be in danger of dying at one stage. 

I know that one day we can help to change the system, but it just seems that, in our society, money is more 
important than life or limb, or rape or anything else.  There is a dreadful imbalance, which we should address at 
a later date.  I see that the Attorney General is getting tough on domestic violence, and I applaud him for pushing 
that through, and he would have our wholehearted support.  I am worried that money takes precedence over life 
and limb.  Our society is on a dreadful downhill run.  

Character First - Adjournment Debate 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [11.11 pm]:  I will indeed try to be brief.  It has come to my 
attention that a program developed by the Character Training Institute called character first is starting to develop 
here in Western Australia.  It is currently in operation in the United States, and is based in large degree on a 
fundamentalist Christian religious philosophy.  One of the things that character first does, is to identify some 
particularly good traits for which the client pays a considerable amount to be trained.  The traits can be visionary, 
availability, benevolence, boldness or cautiousness.  One thing that seems to be giving this process a particularly 
bad name is the definition of honour versus disrespect.  In some of the American local governments it is being 
adopted as a process of developing the structure of the community within that local government area.  The 
unfortunate by-product of it is that eventually councillors are not allowed to query their peers or their leaders.  
The whole process of good governance or individuality goes out the window, particularly in places like Baton 
Rouge, where the mayor may make a statement which is not allowed, under character first, to be called into 
question by other elected members.  They are not allowed to speak out against a council decision, so the whole 
issue of voicing independent views on behalf of the community is being subverted by this program.  It is 
interesting to note that character first is also being introduced in some private schools in America.  Some minor 
offences, such as not being able to recite the relevant prayers, can result in up to five days in detention.  On one 
particular occasion, it took nine months for a parent to be able to retrieve her child from school, where the child 
was under a detention regime.  I am concerned that, to my knowledge, at least one council in Western Australia 
is considering spending large amounts of ratepayers’ dollars to send people to America to be trained in this 
character first program.  Not only does it use ratepayers’ dollars, but the process itself needs some scrutiny from 
the Minister for Local Government.  I will be able to provide the minister, should he wish, with all relevant 
papers I have in my possession about character first.  

Question put and passed.  

House adjourned at 11.14 pm 

__________ 
 


